
Dear Friends, 

 I bring the experience of a union leader and founder of Uni Global Union with 900 
unions in 160 countries. We are union renewal in practice and pluralistic in our 
membership. Trade unions have a global voice and that is the global unions. 

Leading a global union is not just a matter of negotiation and advocacy it demands deep 
spiritual strength to serve faithfully and inspire others. A spiritual vision that embodies 
compassion, perseverance, humility, solidarity, often dealing with disappointment and 
despair at the acts of exploitation inflicted on workers. Our ranks are touched by 
sadness as people who take a stand are subject to brutal intimidation and loss. 

 I was known as a Global Warrior campaigning for freedom and democracy worldwide. 

I was brought up in working class Wales. A nation whose history is marked by the 
struggle for social justice. 

We celebrate our patron Saint David, I admit we did not follow his strict dietary regime 
of water and onions, but do recall his final words “Do the little things” urging us to 
recognise the spiritual significance in everyday actions. 

I found my calling in the trade union movement. A force for freedom and democracy. 

Our union work embodies the social doctrine of the church, the common good, human 
rights, social justice, dignity at work and always raising our voices for the poor the 
vulnerable, refugees, migrants, the displaced. 

Discernment practiced in leadership -there is never a dull moment in union life. 

A social doctrine, that inspires, motivates - it was reassuring to know we had a powerful 
friend. 

We need that support today in the face of adversaries to whom the social doctrine has 
no place in their incentive models. 

Your theme today is freedom, my message is stark in weakening us, you weaken 
freedom and democracy. 

We welcome the Magnifica Humanitas as we did the Rerum Novarum and all those 
encyclicals over the ages that call for social justice and recognise the role that unions 
play. 

Do not underestimate what it meant to have this church support freedom of 
association, collective bargaining, the right to strike, fair wages. 

We need it today. 

The alarm bells are ringing. Freedom of association is under worldwide assault. This is a 
coup on democracy. 



We need the strength and help of the church to push back against this aggressive 
neoliberal tide also driven by power-hungry AI business leaders. It is not just about the 
tech but the power structure and political thinking that lies behind it and in 
contradiction to your social doctrine - capital does have prominence over labour. 

I worry we are late the tower of Babel is being constructed by actors who are not timid in 
mobilising power to support their agenda. The speaker from the AI world at the launch 
of Magnifica humanitas admitted to their questionable incentive models and invited 
criticism of the AI world in doing so confirming they still don’t fully understand what is 
going on when the algorithims are put to work. There is a contradiction here, as they use 
their power to crush union organising drives, ignore the growing wave of warning voices 
and thwart attempts to regulate their affairs. 

The Magnifica Humanitas is a timely rallying cry. There is so much for us to work with 
here. We have something to build on and I promise you we will.  

I have seven Magnifica humanitas observations. 

We support the call to disarm AI.  We must interrogate the business model and its 
extreme neoliberal social Darwin like characteristics. 

We welcome the support for human rights and go one step further and call for 
mandatory human right’s due diligence from AI products to their supply chains. 

 We agree labour is not a commodity. 

We welcome the call for dignity at work, wealth redistribution, extending collective 
bargaining to cover AI and algorithmic management. For active labour market policies 
to cope with unemployment and to reject the dehumanisation and precarity of working 
life. 

I confirm we are organising the digital workforce, to expand our bargaining power and 
yet never fail to speak up for those on the periphery and migrant workers. 

These five are the path from digital slavery – the message to people is that help is on the 
way. 

We welcome the call for democratic control, to tame the monopolistic character of the 
AI industry. For them to pay their fair share taxes, to diminish their massive political 
lobbying power. 

And finally, with the doomsday clock at its closest to midnight we welcome the call for 
peace, multilateralism, a world free of nuclear weapons for policies for common 
security and endorse the idea of a culture of negotiation. 

In conclusion in a world on edge workers face much anxiety, with fear of war, climate 
change, politics of hate, fear of a loss of livelihoods, they ask who cares about us.  



We do. 

In 2017 the global trade union movement held a Vatican Summit invited by Pope 
Francis. 

My discernment leads me to urge the  Holy Father , to convene a new summit with the 
international union family on the theme of the Magnifica humanitas. 

Let us  work together for the greater good of humanity inspired by the social doctrine of 
the church, by spirited union action and the call to action by the Magnifica humanitas. 

Nelson Mandela said –  

There is no passion to be found playing small – in settling for a life that is less than the 
one you are capable of living. 

Let us not aim to play small.  

Thankyou. 

 

 

 

 

 


