No Lasting Peace Without Reconciliation and Forgiveness: The Example of the Family
(The Diplomacy of Families)

In an international context marked by conflict, instability, and growing geopolitical
fragmentation, the multilateral system is undergoing a phase of profound transformation.
Diplomacy can no longer be understood exclusively as a relationship between states, but
rather as a multilevel process involving international organizations, regional actors, civil
society, and new forms of social and cultural communication. Contemporary diplomacy
increasingly requires not only institutional negotiation, but also the rebuilding of trust,
dialogue, and human relationships.

Within this framework, reconciliation and, particularly within the Catholic intellectual and
cultural tradition, forgiveness emerge as central dimensions of contemporary diplomacy.
These concepts are not limited to the resolution of armed conflicts; rather, they encompass
the broader set of practices and processes aimed at preventing tensions, facilitating dialogue
among different actors, and fostering shared solutions in complex and fragmented contexts.
In an era characterized by polarization and mistrust, reconciliation becomes not merely a
moral aspiration, but a concrete condition for lasting peace and stable international
cooperation.

A fundamental element of this transformation is the example provided by families and the
role of family associations. Families represent the first and most concrete laboratory in
which human beings learn coexistence, responsibility, dialogue, forgiveness, and
reconciliation. Within family life, individuals experience daily the need to recognize
mistakes, ask for forgiveness, forgive others, and rebuild relationships after moments of
conflict or division. This “bottom-up” experience of reconciliation—practical, relational, and
deeply human—offers an important source of inspiration for contemporary diplomacy and
international mediation.

In this sense, one may speak of a true “diplomacy of families”: a relational and social capacity
to generate dialogue, solidarity, mediation, and reconciliation starting from everyday human
experience. Family networks and associations, which accompany and strengthen these
experiences, demonstrate that reconciliation is not merely a political or legal act, but above
all a human, relational, and ethical process capable of restoring trust and rebuilding the
social fabric even after profound fractures.

The Catholic tradition has long emphasized that peace is not simply the absence of conflict,
but the fruit of justice, solidarity, truth, and forgiveness. In this perspective, forgiveness does
not weaken justice or responsibility; rather, it opens the possibility of restoring relationships
and overcoming cycles of resentment and division. For this reason, the contribution of
families and family associations may represent an important resource not only for social
cohesion, but also for a renewed culture of peace and dialogue at the international level.
The aim of the conference is therefore to provide a qualified space for exchange among
institutions, academia, professionals, and family associations in order to interpret the
ongoing transformations of diplomacy and identify concrete tools for action. Particular
attention will be devoted to the role of reconciliation and forgiveness as strategic elements
of twenty-first-century diplomacy, as well as to the contribution that families and
intermediate communities can offer in promoting a more human, relational, and sustainable
culture of peace.



