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Renewing the Vision of Centesimus Annus:
Catholic Social Thought Facing the Challenges to Freedom and Pluralism

11.50—-12.05 “The themes of the Parallel Sessions”,
Giovanni Marseguerra, FCAPP Scientific Committee Coordinator.

Good morning to you all. | am particularly pleased to share with you some general and
practical considerations concerning both the themes and the method of work of our many parallel
sessions today and tomorrow.

As you know, in analogy and in continuity with what was done last year, the Foundation has
this year again decided to structure both the General Assembly and the International Conference
around a consistent number of parallel sessions and to adopt the synodal method as the working
method in these sessions. The adoption of the synodal method is intended to reinforce the
community-based work processes activated since last year and it is in full alignment with the
indication of Pope Leo in Magnifica Humanitas where at number 10 He urges us to “choose the ‘way
of Nehemiah’, which highlights the importance of working together to make the City of God a safe
place for returning exiles. Rebuilding today means recognizing that, precisely from the plurality of
voices and visions [..] a bright possibility emerges [] the possibility of building together, of
transforming diversity into a resource and of making listening and dialogue the common ground
upon which to cultivate justice and fraternity. Within this shared task, Christians discover their
unique role of guiding actions toward God so that, in his light, pluralism does not dissipate into
disorder, but instead, through the practice of synodality, it becomes the space in which humanity
rediscovers its solid foundations and its final end”.

Synodality is also a method, the so called “conversation in the Spirit”, which involves all the
baptized and makes them feel responsible for the mission, where speaking and listening aim to
ensure that the Holy Spirit is the true protagonist, and where listeners are as important as speakers.
In the conversation in the Spirit, different perspectives are heard, the participation of all in the
mission is given concreteness, and diversity is valued to create synthesis in communion. It is a
method of joint and collective discernment that aims to help a group of people listen to the Holy
Spirit through conversations with one another. The key words of synodality are communion,
participation, and mission.



We are going to have Eight Parallel Sessions today in our General Assembly (A, B, C, D, E, F,
G, H) and Six Parallel Sessions tomorrow in the International Conference (PS1, PS2, PS3, PS4, PS5,
PS6). The timing of the parallel sessions today and tomorrow is slightly different, but all sessions will
last for about three and a half hours in total.

The Parallel Sessions are intended to activate a process of listening, dialogue, and
discernment as they allow thoughts, words and feelings shared to be reconfigured in surprising ways
by the Holy Spirit. In this holy modality, listeners are as important as speakers, with new and
seemingly intractable questions much more valuable than any obvious answers. Each parallel
session begins with the opening prayer "Adsumus Sancte Spiritus" ("We stand before You)" to invite
the Holy Spirit to guide the participants and help them be a community of grace. The opening prayer
is not merely a religious formality. Calling on the Holy Spirit brings each member of the session into
a kind of liturgy by which our thoughts, words or silence, all give praise to God.

The timing structure of each parallel session cannot be precisely defined beforehand since
sessions differ as far as the number of organizers; keynote speakers; speakers; participants, all
equally important. After the initial prayer, within the total time allocated to the session, each session
needs to accommodate the following phases:

Phase 1 — Organizer presenting the topic (about 5-10 minutes in total)

Phase 2 — Keynotes (5-10 minutes each)

Phase 3 — Speakers (max 5 minutes each)

Phase 4 — First round of comments and questions from the floor (max 3 minutes each)
Phase 5 — Answers from the keynotes/speakers to the comments/questions raised by
participants (max 3 minutes each).

Phase 6 — A second round (if time allows) of questions from the floor (max 3 minutes each)
Phase 7 — Building together the outcomes from the day’s work

The challenging job of the organizers is making the working of the session as close as possible to a
standard conversation in the Spirit by alternating presentations, discussion, prayer and reflection.
Organizers should act as facilitators of the discussion, as guides for the discussion, encouraging
participants to share ideas and perspectives in a constructive way, asking the group to pause for
some time to reflect, to read relevant documents and above all to pray before moving into further
discussion. All participants are invited to be present prayerfully, to engage in issues and
contributions with heart and mind.

Parallel sessions’ topics express the richness and plurality of the paths through which
Catholic Social Doctrine can illuminate contemporary challenges. They recognize that there are
many “ways to the SDC,” shaped by different continents, communities, histories and experiences.
Artificial intelligence, education, peacebuilding in Europe, post-conflict reconciliation,
communication in the age of social media and fake news, popular movements in Latin America,
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Abrahamic dialogue in the Mediterranean, leadership and religious pluralism in Asia, synodality
among Catholics, and development opportunities in Africa all represent distinct but interconnected
fields of reflection. The variety of these themes itself is an expression of pluralism ordered toward
unity. It shows that Catholic Social Doctrine is not an abstract system imposed from outside history,
but a living tradition capable of engaging concrete realities.

The parallel sessions also embody a synodal intuition. They invite listening, dialogue,
discernment and mutual learning. They acknowledge that no single region, discipline or community
possesses the whole answer. The Church’s social wisdom grows in conversation with lived
experience, with the cries of the poor, with the aspirations of people, with the insights of experts,
and with the witness of communities. Such dialogue does not dilute truth. Rather, it allows truth to
be encountered more fully through the patient work of listening and discernment. In full accordance
with Magnifica Humanitas n.2 where we are all called “to identify new paths for the common good
and for promoting a dignified life for all. Indeed, openness to dialogue is an integral part of the
Church’s vocation because [..] she recognizes history as the place where the Gospel challenges and
directs human experience”.

Synodality is crucial for the Church and for our Foundation. The method and the process are
more important than the results, as we embrace Synodality to build a close and fraternal
Centesimus Annus community inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Thank you and let’s enjoy our parallel sessions!



