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2026 CAPPF InternaƟonal Conference, 29 May 2026 

A Fragmented World in Search of Spirituality: 
Freedom and Pluralism from Within the Social Doctrine of the Church 

 

9.05 – 9.10 PresentaƟon of the Conference topics 
Giovanni Marseguerra, FCAPP ScienƟfic CommiƩee Coordinator. 

 

Good morning to you all. I am very pleased on behalf of the FoundaƟon’s ScienƟfic 
CommiƩee to welcome you to our annual InternaƟonal Conference and let me warmly thank all our 
disƟnguished guest speakers for accepƟng to bring their highly qualified contribuƟon to our meeƟng.  

Let me begin presentaƟon of our Conference topics with two short quotes from Magnifica 
Humanitas. At n. 204, Pope Leo writes: We live at a Ɵme of significant spiritual and cultural 
blindness” and at n.6 “..it is necessary to begin a shared discernment process for idenƟfying the 
spiritual and cultural roots of ongoing transformaƟons”. The Ɵtle of our Conference is then perfectly 
on point: “A Fragmented World in Search of Spirituality: Freedom and Pluralism from Within the 
Social Doctrine of the Church”. 

The Ɵtle itself speaks directly to one of the most urgent quesƟons of our Ɵme: how can 
human beings, communiƟes, naƟons and insƟtuƟons recover the spiritual and ethical foundaƟons 
necessary for peace, freedom, dialogue and the common good? Our world today is fragmented: 
poliƟcally, socially, economically, culturally and spiritually. This fragmentaƟon is not merely a 
technical or insƟtuƟonal problem. It is not only the result of flawed systems, inadequate procedures 
or failed policies, though these are certainly part of the picture. At its deepest level, fragmentaƟon 
reveals a wound in the human heart and in the moral imaginaƟon of socieƟes. It reveals the loss of 
a shared horizon of meaning, the weakening of trust, the erosion of universal values, and the 
growing inability to hold together difference and unity, freedom and truth, pluralism and solidarity. 
The Encyclical is very clear on this point: “As knowledge becomes increasingly fragmented, it 
becomes difficult to grasp reality as a whole, to ask profound quesƟons about meaning, or to develop 
authenƟc, criƟcal and creaƟve thought” (Magnifica Humanitas, n. 146). For all these reasons, the 
Conference rightly places spirituality at the center of its reflecƟon. Spirituality is not presented as an 
escape from history, nor as a private consolaƟon detached from public responsibility. Rather, it is 
understood as the source of conversion, responsibility and hope, as the source of discernment (and 
noƟce that the need of a spiritual discernment is repeated several Ɵmes in the Encyclical). In a Ɵme 
when power is oŌen separated from conscience, freedom from truth, and technology from wisdom, 
spirituality becomes indispensable for recovering the dignity of the human person and the moral 
orientaƟon of social life. It reminds us that peace cannot be reduced to the silence of weapons, that 
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coexistence cannot be secured by calculaƟon alone, and that jusƟce cannot endure without a deeper 
conversion of minds, hearts and souls. Spirituality enables individuals and communiƟes to 
disƟnguish what truly serves human dignity from what merely increases power or wealth. It 
reconnects freedom with virtue, idenƟty with responsibility, and social acƟon with a higher moral 
horizon. 

The Conference builds on the reflecƟons developed last year on unity and universalism as 
foundaƟons of peaceful coexistence. That reflecƟon idenƟfied polarizaƟon as one of the deepest 
wounds of contemporary society. Today, polarizaƟon is even greater than one year ago and it 
appears in poliƟcs, economics, culture, internaƟonal relaƟons and even within communiƟes of faith. 
It is oŌen rooted in a loss of shared ethical references and in the denial of universal values. When 
socieƟes abandon the search for truth and the common good, freedom becomes fragile, pluralism 
becomes conflict, and peace becomes increasingly difficult to sustain. 

The Conference focuses on another urgent feature of the present crisis, the growing threat 
to freedom and pluralism. Around the world, individuals and communiƟes face new forms of 
oppression, repression and dependency, oŌen driven by power, wealth, technology and ideologies 
of superiority. These forces undermine human dignity, weaken democracy and the rule of law, and 
generate discriminaƟon, hosƟlity and war. The Catholic Church is directly affected by persecuƟon 
and inƟmidaƟon in many parts of the world, but the concern of Catholic Social Doctrine extends to 
all persons and communiƟes whose freedom, dignity and conscience are threatened. Against this 
background, the Social Doctrine of the Church offers an indispensable contribuƟon. It teaches that 
freedom is rooted in the dignity of the person created in the image of God and must be ordered to 
truth, responsibility and the common good. Freedom is not isolaƟon or arbitrary choice; it is fulfilled 
in conscience, solidarity and love. Likewise, pluralism is not relaƟvism. It is the recogniƟon of the 
dignity of different persons, cultures, peoples and religions, and the creaƟon of condiƟons for 
dialogue, parƟcipaƟon and peaceful coexistence. 

The Conference will address these quesƟons at both the personal and global levels. The first 
plenary session will consider the challenges faced by individuals in fractured socieƟes marked by 
anxiety, loneliness, burnout, resentment and loss of meaning. It will ask how spirituality and Catholic 
Social Doctrine can renew personal development, responsible leadership and community 
engagement. The parallel sessions will explore different “ways to the SDC” across regions, cultures 
and themes, including arƟficial intelligence, peacebuilding, leadership, interreligious dialogue and 
development. The second plenary session will turn to the reform of mulƟlateralism and internaƟonal 
law. In a world where unilateralism and force increasingly undermine dialogue and rules-based 
cooperaƟon, there is an urgent need for a renewed internaƟonal order grounded in human dignity, 
equal rights among naƟons, solidarity, subsidiarity and integral human development. 
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This Conference is therefore both a warning and a call to hope. It invites parƟcipants to recover the 
soul of freedom, the vocaƟon of pluralism and the spiritual foundaƟons of peace, following a path 
of conversion, responsibility and acƟon. In a fragmented world, Catholic Social Doctrine offers not 
only principles for reflecƟon but it “offers itself as a foundaƟon for collecƟve discernment, helping 
to recognize and promote whatever serves the dignity of persons, the vitality of communiƟes and 
the common good” (Magnifica Humanitas, n. 24).  

Thank you and I wish you all a great conference! 


