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How the Green Heart Foundation contributes to building peace

Ody-Marc Duclos, Fondation Cceeur Vert

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, I would like to speak to you about a silent revolution taking place in rural villages of the
Sahel and West Africa: young people who, instead of leaving for the cities, choose to plant trees
and find in this act something much deeper — a path to peace.

The Green Heart Foundation, an international NGO active since 20006, places young people at the
heart of its strategy. Its motto: “Heal the Earth and restore peace among peoples.”

Since its founding, as part of the pan-African Great Green Wall project, it has planted more than
1.3 million trees, organised 19 reforestation camps bringing together nearly 4,000 young people
representing more than twenty nationalities from Europe, Africa, the Caribbean and Asia.

But what matters most may not simply be the number of trees.

What matters is what takes root in people’s minds.

Young people from very diverse backgrounds work together in regions marked by poverty, social
tensions, or identity divisions. They dig the earth together, plant together, live together.

This commitment gives rise to a sense of unity, which manifests at several levels:

e A shift from indifference to engagement: every tree planted is an act of love toward a
suffering planet.

* The discovery of a shared destiny: through cultural exchange, young people come to
understand that deforestation, poverty, and food insecurity are shared challenges.

*  Empowering eco-citizenship: building a sense of responsibility toward the environment.
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*  Collective resistance: the camp becomes a “cry to the nation and to the world” against

indifference and deforestation.
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These young people discover that ecological challenges, poverty, food insecurity, and migration
are not the concern of a single country or continent but are part of a shared destiny.

They also discover that peace is not built solely within great institutions through international
agreements.

Peace is also built in concrete human relationships, in restored trust, in service, in shared
responsibility, and in the capacity to act together.

In the villages, communities see Italians, Senegalese, Burkinabés, and Ivorians working side by
side. For communities that have known ethnic or religious tensions, this sight carries a powerful
message: peace is possible.

As Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, once said: “We bave a mission to help the earth heal
its wounds and, in the process, to heal our own.”

When a young European plants a baobab alongside a young Ivorian farmer, they are not merely
digging the earth: they are creating bonds, a sense of brotherhood, a shared commitment that
nothing else could bring about.

And this experience lastingly transforms the way they see the world:

* Reorientation toward high-impact careers: ecology, international cooperation,
humanitarian aid.

¢ Greater involvement in community and solidarity projects upon returning home.

¢ Development of altruism and a spirit of service, without expectation of reward.

e The discovery that difference is a richness, not a threat.

e The creation of a shared “community of experience” among young people from different
countries. This is the emergence of a lived culture of peace.

Beyond Reforestation

The Foundation also works in sustainable agriculture: the creation of community gardens
promoting women’s empowerment, education, and public hygiene, because lasting peace also
requires human dignity, solidarity, and social cohesion.

This strategy is grounded in the voluntary commitment of young people and a culture of service,
because young people represent the future and have the capacity to reverse the dynamic of
resource exploitation.

Peace is not merely the absence of war. It is the presence of strong bonds between people and
nations for a shared future. The activities of the Green Heart Foundation demonstrate that
altruism and a spirit of service contribute powerfully to the emergence of a culture of peace,
beyond our differences.



When communities rediscover what trust means, thanks to the spirit of service and the self-giving

of young people:

*  They become more resilient to divisions
* They learn to share responsibilities and resources

* They build collective resilience.

When hundreds of young people from different countries plant trees together, they are doing far
more than reforesting land. They are re-greening the heart of humanity. They are planting seeds

of peace that will grow in their communities and their future families.

Peace is not built through signed agreements alone. It is built in the red earth, with hands that
work together, with hearts that open, with minds that change.

Thank you for your kind attention.



