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1. Introduction 

 

I am deeply honoured by your gracious invitation to deliver the keynote 

address at the Centesimus Annus Pro-Pontifice Foundation General Assembly 

and International Conference 2026. This gathering is especially timely in light 

of the recent publication of the Holy Father Pope Leo’s first 

encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, which makes nine references to 

the Centesimus Annus tradition, particularly in its reflections on development 

opportunities, human dignity, and the moral foundations of social progress. 

The conference therefore convenes at a moment of profound significance for 

both the Church and Africa, as renewed attention is being directed towards 

“the economic development of poor peoples”, the responsibilities owed to 

future generations, and the ethical and spiritual foundations of authentic human 

development. 

 

The theme of this keynote, “Development Opportunities and Spirituality in 

Africa: Lessons from Pope Leo’s Vision”, resonates deeply with one of the 

central teachings of Centesimus Annus concerning the universal destination of 

goods. In number 35, the Holy Father speaks of the “wide range of 

opportunities for commitment and effort in the name of justice”, observing that 

“strong nations must offer weaker ones opportunities for taking their place in 

international life, and the latter must learn how to use these opportunities and 

make the necessary efforts and sacrifices.” Here, the Holy Father clearly 

affirms the need for mutual collaboration among nations, especially between 

economically advanced societies and those still striving towards fuller 

development. He presents authentic development not as an act of dependence, 

but as a shared responsibility founded upon justice, solidarity, reciprocity, and 

respect for the sovereignty and dignity of peoples. In this vision, stronger 

nations are called to create conditions of opportunity, while developing nations 



are equally called to exercise responsibility, initiative, and moral commitment 

in shaping their own future and contributing to the common good of humanity. 

 

Allow me, therefore, to develop this keynote address along three related paths. 

I shall begin with the Holy Father’s recent visit to Africa and the enduring 

lessons it offers for the relationship between spirituality and development on 

the continent. I shall then revisit the parable of the Good Samaritan as a biblical 

framework for solidarity and compassionate responsibility. Finally, I shall 

propose the image of “the Church of the Sheaves” as a framework for 

understanding the interdependence of peoples, nations, and cultures within the 

providential design of God. 

 

2. A necessary Excursus: a reassuring clarification   

 

However, before developing further my theme, permit me to offer some 

clarifications which I consider necessary for discussions on development in 

Africa. It is be underlined that Africans do not ask outsiders to come and 

develop their continent for them. They ask for assistance to let them do the job 

themselves. They have the necessary genius to develop their continent. 

Unfortunately, the current situation of near misery in which the continent finds 

itself often leads some persons to underestimate or in fact outrightly despise 

the African person and mind.  

 

The esteem is so low that often the good things achieved by Africans are 

attributed to outsiders. When, for example, one speaks of Augustine of Hippo 

as African, some people retort that he was not really African but a citizen of 

the Roman Empire! And when a person mentions that one of the Roman 

Emperors was African, in the person of Emperor Septimius Severus, also 

known as Caracalla, some Europeans, especially some young Italians make a 

mockery of the person. Similarly, many people tend to deny that the Egyptian 

pyramids were products of the African genius. They prefer to attribute them to 

the genius of immigrants to Africa from the Arab world and other regions. Yet, 

such a thought is rendered untenable by the fact that no single pyramid is found 

in these other places. On the contrary there is little doubt that it is the same 

genius that thought of and produced the pyramids which also conceived and 

realized the mind-blowing architectural works inside the mountains and 

valleys of Ethiopia. Other examples exist, including structures made of burnt 

bricks in Timbuctoo and the great walls in the regions of the ancient Kingdoms 

of Oyo and Benin.  

 



Very few people may even know that an African kingdom established 

diplomatic relations with the Holy See before many Western entities. As early 

as 1604, the Kingdom of Kongo named Antonio Manuel Ne Vunda (1571-

1608) its ambassador to the Holy See. He was to establish diplomatic relations 

with Pope Paul V and secure his support against the transatlantic slave-trade. 

Unfortunately, he arrived in Rome very sick in 1608 after journeying for four 

years. The Pope went personally to his bedside to receive his Credentials and 

later, when he died, ordered that he be buried with full honours in the Basilica 

of St. Mary Major in the city. 

 

Unfortunately the great potentials of the African continent took a downturn 

with the historical experiences that played out in the region from the middle 

Ages until the final blow that came with the colonisation and partition of the 

continent. One subtle consequence of this last factor is the intensification of 

tribalistic hostilities in the region and the foisting of incompetent leaders on 

the various countries created by the colonial powers.   

 

This observation is meant to underline the fact that Africans have got what it 

takes to develop their continent if offered the correct assistance. Such help 

should go beyond the provision of financial support. It should prioritize 

supporting free and fair electoral processes in African countries to ensure that 

competent candidates and not pro-colonial stooges are made to lead the 

countries.    

 

3. Pope Leo’s African Journey: Development, Peace, and the Spiritual 

Soul of the Continent 

 

As many of you will recall, the Holy Father recently made a historic pastoral 

journey to Africa, a continent whose Catholic population now approaches 219 

million and whose religious and demographic growth continues to shape the 

future of the universal Church. His visits to Algeria, Cameroon, Angola, and 

Equatorial Guinea were not simply ceremonial or diplomatic occasions. At 

every stage of the visit, the Pope drew attention to the moral and spiritual 

conditions necessary for authentic human development: peace, dialogue, 

reconciliation, justice, hope, and the dignity of peoples. His presence on the 

continent reminded the world that Africa is not only a continent of needs, but 

also a continent of immense promise, youthful vitality, spiritual depth, and 

untapped human possibility. 

 

The Holy Father’s first stop in Algeria carried particular significance. Algeria 

remains affected by the painful memory of violence, persecution, 



imprisonment, and the suffering endured by many Christians during periods of 

extremist unrest. I myself experienced part of this reality while serving there 

as a young priest working at the Apostolic Nunciature. To be clear, the Holy 

Father did not travel to Algeria merely to revisit the painful memories of 

persecution or the wounds left by extremist violence. He journeyed there above 

all to honour the memory of St. Augustine, the great African Doctor of the 

Church and spiritual father of the Augustinian tradition to which the Pope 

himself belongs. In doing so, he drew the attention of the universal Church to 

Africa not simply as a continent marked by suffering, but as a continent that 

has made enduring contributions to Christian thought, spiritual life, and human 

civilization. St. Augustine remains one of the clearest examples of Africa’s 

capacity for intellectual greatness, moral depth, and spiritual flourishing. At 

the same time, the Pope’s presence in Algeria carried a wider significance for 

the future of the continent. In many parts of Africa, Christianity and Islam 

continue to grow side by side, sharing not only the same geographical space, 

but also a common responsibility for the moral direction of society. The Holy 

Father therefore emphasized dialogue over hostility, encounter over suspicion, 

and cooperation over division. Both faith traditions carry within them a 

profound language of peace: the biblical vision of shalom and the Islamic 

greeting salaam alaikum. No authentic development can take place without 

peace. No society can truly flourish where religious mistrust, violence, and 

exclusion continue to prevail. Peace among peoples, respect for conscience, 

and the willingness to live together in mutual dignity remain indispensable 

spiritual foundations for Africa’s future development and for the building of 

societies rooted in justice, solidarity, and the common good. 

 

From Algeria, the Pope travelled to Cameroon, a nation rich in youthful energy 

and human potential, yet also burdened by tensions linked to political 

stagnation, social frustration, and divisions that are too often intensified 

through ethnicity and tribal rivalry. In meeting both political authorities and 

ordinary citizens, the Holy Father placed particular emphasis on unity and 

shared responsibility. He reminded people that diversity need not become a 

source of conflict, and that nations grow stronger when communities see one 

another not as rivals, but as members of the same human family under God. 

 

One could also sense in his words a concern for the younger generation across 

Africa. The continent possesses one of the youngest populations in the world, 

and within that youth lies immense creativity, intelligence, and promise. Yet, 

despite these vast possibilities, many young people continue to confront 

uncertainty, exclusion, unemployment, and a growing loss of confidence in 

public institutions and political leadership. In this context, the Holy Father’s 



presence became a profound message of hope and encouragement. He 

reminded the continent that Africa’s future will depend in large measure on 

whether its young people are entrusted with the space, responsibility, 

formation, and confidence necessary to participate fully in shaping the destiny 

of their nations. 

 

In Angola and Equatorial Guinea, the Pope addressed still further dimensions 

of Africa’s developmental reality. Angola’s long civil war left deep wounds 

that continue to affect families, institutions, and social trust. There, the Holy 

Father proclaimed a message of reconciliation and healing, reminding the 

nation that societies cannot move forward without confronting the moral and 

spiritual consequences of violence. Peace, forgiveness, and the restoration of 

trust are themselves conditions for authentic development. Finally, in 

Equatorial Guinea, the Holy Father once more turned attention to the enduring 

hope that characterizes the African continent despite political fatigue, poverty, 

migration, inequality, and social instability.  

 

Throughout the entire journey, one theme remained constant: Africa possesses 

immense spiritual and human wealth, but its development requires more than 

material investment2alone. It requires a culture of peace, moral responsibility, 

interreligious dialogue, solidarity with the vulnerable, and renewed confidence 

in the dignity and vocation of the human person. 

 

3. Africa and the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37: Our Responsibility 

to the Wounded Neighbour 

 

The parable of the Good Samaritan begins with a question that remains 

existentially relevant to our time: “Who is my neighbour?” In response, Jesus 

does not give an abstract definition. He tells the story of a man who had been 

attacked by brigands, stripped, wounded, and left half dead by the roadside. In 

many ways, Africa may be contemplated through this biblical image. The 

continent has endured deep wounds: the violence of colonial exploitation, the 

trauma of civil wars, the burden of corruption, the pain of poverty, 

displacement, terrorism, and social fragmentation. It is possible, before such 

wounds, to pass by on the other side, as the priest and the Levite did. It is 

possible to say: this is not our problem, our concerns are elsewhere, our 

resources are limited, our national interests come first. But the Gospel does not 

permit such indifference. The wounded man on the road is not a stranger to be 

avoided; he is a neighbour to be recognised. 

 



A well-known interpretation attributed to Martin Luther King Jr. captures the 

moral difference between the passers-by and the Samaritan. The priest and the 

Levite, he suggests, may have asked: “If I stop to help this man, what will 

happen to me?” The Samaritan asked a different question: “If I do not stop to 

help this man, what will happen to him?” The first question is ruled by fear, 

self-protection, and narrow interest. The second is born of compassion, 

responsibility, and moral courage. This distinction speaks unequivocally to our 

world, especially at a time when many nations are tempted by self-enclosure, 

aggressive nationalism, and a “my country first” principle. Such an attitude 

makes it difficult to see the neighbour in the suffering African, in the migrant, 

in the refugee, in the young person without opportunity, or in a continent still 

striving to stand fully on its own feet. The Church, therefore, must hear again 

the command of Christ: “Go and do likewise.” This is what Pope Leo means 

when he says, “The mission entrusted to the Church prompts her to address the 

real suffering of the men and women of our time … following the example of 

the Good Samaritan” (Magnifica Humanitas, 21).  

 

The Church in the West and the Church in Africa are not strangers to one 

another; they are members of the one Body of Christ, and what wounds one 

part of the Body wounds the whole. Recent global pandemics, migration, and 

economic instability have reminded us that humanity is deeply interconnected, 

a truth also expressed in the African wisdom: “I am because we are.” Christian 

solidarity, therefore, calls for partnership rooted in compassion, justice, and 

fraternity. Africa is not only a continent in need, but one rich in faith, culture, 

resilience, and potential. The Gospel invites the universal Church not simply 

to assist, but also to listen, walk together, and build relationships of mutual 

respect and hope. To be a Good Samaritan to Africa, therefore, does not mean 

creating dependence. It means helping to heal wounds, pour oil and wine, 

restore dignity, strengthen institutions, support education, share knowledge, 

encourage self-reliance, and recognise the immense development 

opportunities already present within the continent. In this way, the Church 

becomes not a distant observer, but a true neighbour: one that stops, sees, binds 

wounds, lifts up, and accompanies Africa towards the fullness of its God-given 

promise. 

 

4. The Church of the Sheaves: Spirituality of the African Church and Its 

Gift to the Universal Church 

 

The Church of the Sheaves invites us to see the Church in Africa not as a 

peripheral presence, but as a living harvest of faith that continues to nourish 

the universal Church. The seed of the Gospel,3planted through the sacrifice, 



perseverance, and missionary zeal of countless evangelizers, has taken deep 

root in African soil and is producing an abundant spiritual harvest. Africa’s 

spirituality carries a unique vitality that keeps faith close to everyday life. 

Through its songs, cultural dances, worship, holy resilience, and trust in divine 

providence, the African Church reminds the world that authentic development 

cannot be reduced to economics or infrastructure alone, but must also embrace 

the cultural, social, and spiritual resources that contribute to the growth and 

flourishing of humanity. 

 

Pope Leo’s vision recognizes Africa not merely as a recipient of 

evangelization, but increasingly as a source of renewal for the universal 

Church. In many parts of the world marked by secularism, individualism, and 

spiritual fatigue, the African Church gives a compelling witness of joyful faith, 

vibrant worship, priestly vocations, and strong Christian communities. The 

“sheaves of wheat” are now capable of strengthening the wider Church through 

missionary vitality, fidelity to prayer, and a profound sense of communion. 

Africa’s spiritual richness therefore constitutes not only a pastoral resource, 

but also a development opportunity for humanity’s moral and spiritual future. 

This vision also calls for a renewed ecclesial relationship founded on gratitude, 

mutual respect, and shared responsibility. The Church in Africa must continue 

to look with gratitude to the missionaries and fathers in faith who first planted 

the seed of the Gospel, while the Church in the West must welcome the 

“sheaves” with openness and recognition of the gifts and potential they bring 

to enrich the witness of the universal Church. In other words, the universal 

Church must make room for the spiritual gifts emerging from Africa without 

fear, discrimination, or condescension. Africa’s role is not simply to preserve 

the Church, but to help renew it through authentic discipleship, compassionate 

leadership, and unwavering trust in God. The Churches that once sent 

missionaries are now invited to receive the spiritual fruits that have matured 

within African Christianity. This is not a reversal of mission, but the fulfilment 

of communion within the Body of Christ. 

 

In conclusion, I renew my sincere gratitude for the gracious invitation and for 

the opportunity to reflect on the theme “Development Opportunities and 

Spirituality in Africa: Lessons from Pope Leo’s Vision”. May Africa, enriched 

by its deep spirituality, youthful vitality, and enduring faith, continue to offer 

to the universal Church and to the world a witness of hope, reconciliation, and 

human dignity. May the vision of the Holy Father inspire renewed peaceful 

communion among nations and peoples, so that authentic development may 

always remain rooted in justice, solidarity, and the transcendent destiny of the 

human person.  



 

Entrusting these reflections to the providence of God, I pray that the Church 

in Africa may continue to flourish as a beacon of faith, strong in spirit, and 

steadfast in her universal mission of salvation. 

 

Thank you and God bless you all. 
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