
Sergio Arzeni:

I would like to frame my contribution within the European context in which we are facing dramatic 
issue concerning young and old people.

For both a crucial role will be increasingly played by the social economy, the so called Third Sector.

Social entrepreneurship and the nonprofit sector of the economy are already helping youngsters to 
enter into the culture of work and solidarity such as internships and supporting aging population to 
live in a more active fashion.

I will refer to the encyclical “Caritas in veritate” that spelled out the principle around which the 
Church's social doctrine turns, a principle that takes on practical form in the criteria that govern 
moral action.

15 years ago the Vatican spoke for the first time about civil economy and economy of communion, a 
vibrant reality that can be instrumental in addressing demographic and labour issues in a more 
Christian way.

I am a former Director of the OECD in Paris where I spent 35 years creating and leading the OECD 
Centre for Entrepreneurship and Social Inclusion. Currently I preside over the  INSME, International 
Network for SMEs and serve, among others, to the Board of ELEC, European League for Economic 
Cooperation promoting a federalist Europe.

I expect to make a statement of about 7-8 minutes and then interact with other panelists and 
audience if that is fine by you.

I shall be glad to know the main topic addressed by other panelists, if possible.

Kind regards,

Sergio Arzeni


