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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great honour for me to participate in this parallel session dedicated to the theme 

“Peacebuilding in Europe: Political Integration as a Way to Peace”. The reflections 

proposed in the Conference concept note remind us that peace is not only the absence 

of war, but also the construction of trust, solidarity, dialogue and shared 

responsibility among peoples.  

For almost seventy years, the European integration process has represented one of the 

most extraordinary peace projects in modern history. After centuries marked by wars, 

nationalism and division, the countries of Europe decided to build a new model of 

coexistence based on economic cooperation, democratic institutions, social cohesion 

and respect for human dignity. 

The European Union has guaranteed peace, stability and prosperity to hundreds of 

millions of citizens. It transformed borders from lines of conflict into spaces of 

cooperation. It promoted reconciliation between former enemies and created a 

political culture founded on dialogue, compromise and multilateralism. 

This achievement should never be underestimated, especially today, in a fragmented 

world where international tensions are increasing and where many global actors are 

reconsidering the rules and balances that have governed the international order for 

decades. 

The European Union now finds itself between two major global powers — the United 

States and China — both of which, although in different ways, are reshaping 

economic, technological and geopolitical relations. At the same time, Europe is 

surrounded by instability and conflicts: the war in Ukraine, the dramatic situation in 

the Middle East, tensions in Africa, migration pressures, energy insecurity and 

growing technological competition. 

None of these crises has been created by the European Union. Yet Europe often 

appears insufficiently prepared to respond with a unified strategic vision. Too 

frequently, the 27 Member States still react separately in areas where common 

policies are urgently needed. 

In this regard, the reflections contained in Pope Leo XIV’s first encyclical Magnifica 

Humanitas, presented today at the Vatican, appear particularly meaningful. The Pope 

warns against a “culture of power” capable of transforming technology, economics 

and even international relations into instruments of domination rather than service to 

humanity. He recalls that peace cannot be built through fear, technological supremacy 



or the normalization of conflict, but only through ethical responsibility, dialogue and 

the protection of human dignity.  

His appeal is highly relevant for Europe today. In a world marked by geopolitical 

fragmentation, disinformation, technological competition and growing inequalities, 

the European Union cannot limit itself to defending economic interests alone. It must 

continue to offer a human-centered model of development, capable of combining 

innovation with social justice, freedom with solidarity, and security with respect for 

the dignity of every person. 

If Europe wants to continue defending peace, democracy and human dignity, it must 

strengthen its political integration and its capacity for common action. 

This means developing shared European responses: 

• in industrial policy and technological innovation;  

• in defence and security;  

• in environmental and energy resilience;  

• in scientific research and higher education;  

• in the diversification of trade and strategic partnerships;  

• and in completing the unfinished architecture of European integration: the 

Single Market, the Banking Union, the Capital Markets Union and, ultimately, 

a stronger fiscal and political union.  

European integration was never conceived merely as an economic project. It was, and 

remains, a human, social and moral project. 

In this perspective, the contribution of Catholic Social Teaching remains extremely 

relevant today. Principles such as solidarity, subsidiarity, the common good and the 

centrality of the human person can still offer an ethical compass for Europe in a time 

of uncertainty and fragmentation. 

Europe certainly has limits, contradictions and many imperfections. But despite these 

difficulties, the European model continues to represent a unique space where 

democracy, social rights, religious freedom, pluralism and peaceful coexistence are 

protected more than in many other regions of the world. 

For this reason, defending Europe today does not mean promoting confrontation or 

new divisions. On the contrary, it means defending diplomacy against violence, 

dialogue against polarization, cooperation against unilateralism, and human dignity 

against the logic of power. 

The European Union must therefore remain a builder of peace — not only for its own 

citizens, but also for the wider international community. Thank you. 


