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Development Opportunities and Spirituality in Africa: Lessons from Pope Leo’s
Vision.

Domenico Fanizza, former Executive Director at the African Development Bank
and at the International Monetary Fund.

A key message of Pope Leo’ recent visit to several African countries was that
the Continent cannot any longer be considered as part of the world periphery.
In fact, it has already become the vibrant core for both the Catholic Church and the
global economy. The Continent is now home to more than 20 percent of the global
catholic population, which is also the fastest growing worldwide. Global economic
and social prospects are bound to remain grim without the Continent’s social
dynamism, human and natural resources, and the strong growth potential that the
development of the Continent could unleash. This reflects not only the Africa
favorable demographic profile -- against a backdrop of demographic stagnation in
advanced economies and rapidly falling birth rates in emerging markets -- but also
recent geopolitical developments that have boosted the importance of the
Continent’s energy resources, raw materials, and rare earths for global growth
prospects.

The fact that Africa has moved from periphery to core has significant
consequences. For the Catholic Church, the Continent cannot be any longer a
“mission territory”. Similarly, from an economic point of view, aid flows are no
longer key to its economic and human development. The relations between the
advanced economies and those of the Continent need to be reassessed.



Development of the Continent cannot be delivered through the benevolence of
advanced economies. Instead, it needs to come from a mutually beneficial relation,
based on the understanding that the economic and social destinies of advanced and
African economies are closely intertwined.

For the last 75 years, advanced economies have considered the Continent as a
source of raw materials (including oil) to be extracted and shipped away. The
proceeds from their sales have been captured by local elites who have, by and
large, reinvested in advanced economies. No surprise that Sub-Saharan Africa is a
net private-capital exporter! In addition to helping when adverse shocks hit the
Continent, substantial aid-flows from former colonial powers aimed at maintaining
political stability on raw-material-producing countries, while appeasing guilt for
the tragedies of colonialism and independence wars. This approach cannot
continue. The Continent needs to use its own people, its vast human capital
potential, immense natural resources, and rapidly growing markets to foster its
economic and human development.

I would like to provide a concrete example of this new approach, which has
constituted a key motivation behind Italy’s Mattei Plan for Africa (MP).
Among the many MP-supported initiatives, the Coral North 2 project by ENI — the
[talian oil-and-gas conglomerate — in Mozambique stands out. Half of the gas
produced will be eventually used for local and regional consumption. ENI working
with Mozambique to build the needed local gas-distribution facilities. In the
immediate, 15 percent of the production will be used mainly to replace coal in
power-generation plants in South Africa. with a major favorable impact on C02
emissions. Let me also point out that the African Development Bank is
contributing significantly to the project’s financing, a clear sign that the project has
been developed in close collaboration with its regional member countries, which
hold most of its capital.

The interesting discussion today has highlighted the need to pay attention to
the risks that use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) may generate for inequality
and its uneven access an issue for the Continent. However, one should pay
attention to the fact that lack of reliable access to electrical power still constitutes
the major obstacle to economic and human development and a key factor behind
inequality. The issue needs to be addressed urgently, in a climate-friendly context.



The Continent needs a pragmatic approach to power generation with stress on
adaptation rather than on mitigation. Africa accounts for less than five percent of
global CO2 emissions, still suffering from major adverse climate-change-related
shocks that result from emissions coming largely from advanced and emerging
market economies.

A pragmatic, Africa-centered approach to energy and climate — one that
prioritizes the Continent's development needs alongside global emissions goals —
would be the most concrete expression of the shift from periphery to core that Pope
Leo has so powerfully called for.



