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It is a profound honour to participate in this important conference here in the 
Vatican, at a moment when humanity is searching not only for economic 
solutions, but also for moral direction, spiritual grounding, and renewed human 
solidarity. 

The theme of this conference — “A Fragmented World in Search of 
Spirituality” — could not be more timely. 

We live in a paradoxical age. Humanity has never possessed greater 
technological power, scientific knowledge, and economic capacity. Yet millions 
feel increasingly disconnected — from one another, from nature, from 
institutions, and often from themselves. The challenge before us is therefore 
not only economic or political. It is profoundly human. 

Today, we are living through multiple and interconnected crises: geopolitical 
fragmentation, wars and conflicts, climate disruption, economic insecurity, 
technological acceleration, mental distress, erosion of trust, and growing 
inequalities both within and between societies. 

In this context, Africa stands at the centre of some of the great moral and 
economic questions of our time. 

Too often, Africa is portrayed through narratives of vulnerability alone: a 
continent exposed to climate shocks, debt distress, conflicts, migration 
pressures, and institutional fragility. 

But this narrative is incomplete.  

Africa is not simply a victim of global change. Africa is also a source of 
resilience, demographic dynamism, cultural and spiritual richness, and 
increasingly, a source of new thinking about development itself. 

At the Euro-Mediterranean Economists Association (EMEA), our work across 
Africa, Europe, and the Mediterranean has increasingly focused on what we 
call the Brain Economy and Brain Capital — the idea that the true wealth of 
nations lies not only in physical infrastructure or financial assets, but in the 
cognitive, emotional, creative, and social capacities of people. 

Brain Capital can be understood as the stock of cognitive, emotional, social, 
and creative capacities that enable individuals and societies to thrive. It 
encompasses brain health, brain skills, education, creativity, resilience, 

https://euromed-economists.org/download/report-the-global-brain-capital-index-towards-a-brain-positive-economy/
https://euromed-economists.org/download/report-the-global-brain-capital-index-towards-a-brain-positive-economy/
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innovation, and the enabling environments that allow human potential to 
flourish. 

This framework is particularly relevant for Africa. 

Africa is the youngest continent in the world. Its demographic trajectory 
represents one of the most consequential transformations of the twenty-first 
century. 

If properly supported, this demographic dynamism can become one of 
humanity’s greatest opportunities. But demography alone is not destiny. 

As our research on Africa’s Brain Capital trajectory shows, the continent is 
experiencing a gradual but uneven transformation. Educational participation is 
rising. Digital connectivity is expanding. Entrepreneurial ecosystems are 
growing. Brain skills are improving faster than any other Brain Capital 
dimension across Africa. 

Across the continent, we already see examples of Brain Capital in action — 
from the emergence of dynamic digital innovation ecosystems in Kenya and 
Rwanda, to youth-led entrepreneurship, creative industries, fintech solutions, 
and community-driven climate adaptation initiatives. These developments 
demonstrate the extraordinary capacity of African societies to innovate, adapt, 
and create value under challenging circumstances. 

Yet important structural vulnerabilities remain. 

Brain health systems remain fragile. Conflict-related trauma, urban stress, 
malnutrition, substance abuse, and limited mental health infrastructure continue 
to undermine resilience and social cohesion. These are factors related to 
enabling conditions that are lagging behind.  

And this is where the conversation about development must deepen. 

Development cannot simply be reduced to GDP growth or a purely materialistic 
conception of value creation. While economic growth remains essential, 
genuine development must also recognize the importance of intangible assets 
— knowledge, trust, creativity, social capital, innovation, and human 
capabilities. And importantly invest in them.  

The foundations of these intangible forms of value ultimately emerge from the 
human mind and the quality of human consciousness. These are assets that 
underpin human value, culture and generally our civilization.  

Recent debates on consciousness increasingly challenge purely mechanistic 
visions of the human person. They remind us that human beings are not merely 
economic actors or biological machines to extract from. Human beings seek 
meaning, learning, transcendence, belonging, moral orientation, and 
connection with others and with nature. 

https://euromed-economists.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Slides_Rym_BCI_Brain-Capital-Trajectory_compressed.pdf
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In this sense, spirituality becomes highly relevant once again. 

Spiritual traditions across civilizations have long explored, consciousness, inner 
transformation, compassion, moral discernment and compass, contemplation, 
and human interconnectedness. 

Consciousness being understood as “the capacity for awareness, reflection, 
meaning, moral discernment, and connection with others, nature and the 
transcendent”  

What modern science is increasingly rediscovering, many spiritual traditions 
have reflected upon for centuries: that the quality of consciousness profoundly 
shapes both individual wellbeing and the health of societies. 

In many African cultures, the individual is not viewed as isolated. 

Human identity is relational — connected to family, community, nature, 
spirituality, ancestors, and collective responsibility. 

This relational understanding of human existence may become increasingly 
important in a fragmented and hyper-individualistic world increasingly shaped 
by Artificial Intelligence and rapid technological change. 

Africa therefore contributes not only demographic or economic potential, but 
also alternative philosophies of human flourishing and social cohesion. 

Inspired by Pope Leo’s vision, and by the spirit of Laudato Si', we are reminded 
that true development is ultimately about human dignity and the flourishing of 
the whole person. 

It is about whether people can live with hope, purpose, health, agency, and the 
ability to participate meaningfully in society in full alignment with the nature and 
the environment. 

The vision of Laudato Si' calls for what Pope Francis described as an “integral 
ecology” — a recognition that environmental protection, social justice, 
economic systems, and human wellbeing are deeply interconnected.  

This vision resonates strongly with the recent encyclical Magnifica Humanitas, 
in which Pope Leo XIV calls for the protection of the human person in an age 
increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence and technological power. The 
encyclical reminds us that genuine progress cannot be measured solely by 
technological sophistication or economic performance, but by our capacity to 
uphold human dignity, strengthen the common good, and promote integral 
human development. In many respects, the Brain Economy offers a 
complementary perspective: it places at the centre the development of human 
cognitive, emotional, social, and creative capacities, while recognising that 
technology must remain a tool in service of humanity rather than a force that 
diminishes it.  
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As Magnifica Humanitas affirms, the future depends not only on what 
technologies can do, but on the wisdom, responsibility, and moral 
consciousness with which societies choose to use them. 

Brain Capital offers a practical pathway for realizing the vision of Magnifica 
Humanitas. If the encyclical reminds us that human dignity, conscience, and 
the common good must remain at the centre of development, Brain Capital 
provides a framework for investing in the capacities that make this possible. By 
strengthening brain health, education, creativity, resilience, ethical judgment, 
and social trust, societies cultivate not only productive citizens but flourishing 
human beings. In this sense, Brain Capital translates the principles of integral 
human development into concrete policies that empower individuals and 
communities to thrive in an age of profound technological, economic, and social 
transformation. 

Another dimension is, the development-climate nexus. In view of its 
development path, Africa has contributed the least to the climate crisis, yet 
many African societies bear some of its harshest consequences: drought, food 
insecurity, displacement, economic instability, and growing fragility. 

Yet Africa is also home to extraordinary natural wealth, biodiversity, renewable 
energy potential, and community resilience. 

The challenge before us is therefore not simply one of aid. It is fundamentally 
a question of justice. This means reforming international financial and monetary 
systems so that African countries can invest in resilience and sustainable 
development without being trapped by unsustainable debt burdens. 

It means unlocking affordable finance for adaptation, sustainable infrastructure, 
green industrialisation, and human and brain development. 

It means ensuring that African voices shape global decisions on trade, finance, 
climate, technology, and development. 

And it means recognising that protecting nature and protecting people are 
inseparable missions. 

This is also deeply connected to the future of multilateralism and prosperity. 

The current international order is under strain. Trust in institutions is weakening. 
Geopolitical fragmentation is intensifying. 

Yet this moment also creates an opportunity for African countries to strengthen 
collective agency and influence. 

Across the continent, we see growing momentum for regional cooperation, 
African-led policy solutions, innovative financing partnerships, and reforms to 
global governance structures that better reflect contemporary realities. 
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At EMEA, we strongly believe that Africa must move from being perceived as a 
rule-taker to becoming a co-architect of the future international order. 

But perhaps the most important dimension of this discussion is the human 
dimension. 

Too often, development debates reduce people to labour statistics, consumers, 
or economic inputs. 

The Brain Economy challenges us to think differently. 

It asks a simple but profound question: What kind of societies enable human 
beings not merely to survive, but to flourish? 

Investment in brain health, mental wellbeing, education, creativity, cognitive 
resilience, and social trust must become foundational infrastructure for the 
future. 

In societies facing climate anxiety, conflict, rapid technological change, 
unemployment, and displacement, protecting cognitive and emotional 
wellbeing becomes essential for social cohesion, peacebuilding, democratic 
participation, innovation, learning, and resilience. 

A healthy Brain Economy enables communities not only to work, but to imagine, 
create, cooperate, adapt, and lead. 

This aligns profoundly with social teaching. 

Every person possesses inherent dignity beyond economic output. 
Development should expand human capabilities rather than merely extract 
labour. And this is why spirituality and development are not separate 
conversations. 

Across Africa, communities continue to demonstrate extraordinary solidarity, 
faith, and moral leadership even amidst hardship. 

Spiritual traditions often sustain resilience where institutions fail. 

Faith communities provide education, healthcare, social support, mediation, 
and hope. This moral infrastructure matters deeply. 

Because ultimately, development is not only about markets or institutions. It is 
also about purpose, meaning, trust, belonging, and human relationships. 

Our fragmented world is experiencing not only political and economic disorder, 
but also a crisis of meaning and conscience. 

And perhaps this is where Africa offers an important lesson to the world. 
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In many African societies, despite hardship, the social fabric continues to be 
strengthened by traditions of solidarity, spirituality, community, and 
interdependence. 

These values are not obstacles to modernity. 

They may, in fact, become essential foundations for a more humane modernity. 

One of the most powerful lessons from Pope Leo’s vision is precisely this: 
spirituality and development must remain connected. 

Economics without ethics becomes extractive. 

Technology without human dignity becomes dangerous. 

Growth without solidarity ultimately weakens societies. 

As we reflect on the future of Africa and the future of our world, perhaps the 
central question before us is not simply how to grow economies. 

The deeper question is this: 

How do we build societies where human beings can live with dignity, 
resilience, purpose, creativity, solidarity, and hope? 

If the twenty-first century is to become a century of human flourishing rather 
than fragmentation, we must invest not only in economies, technologies, and 
infrastructure. We must invest in people — in their brains, their wellbeing, their 
dignity, their creativity, and their capacity for hope. 

Africa’s future matters profoundly to the future of humanity. Not only because 
of its demographic importance, its natural wealth, or its strategic role in 
geopolitics, but because Africa reminds us that development must ultimately 
serve the human person. 

And because Africa’s Brain Capital trajectory may help shape a more resilient, 
more inclusive, and more humane global future. 

Together, guided by justice, solidarity, and spirituality, we can build a future 
where development serves not only prosperity, but humanity itself. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 



 7 

For more information on the Brain Economy, you may consult the 
following resources: 

• Link to the EMEA Global Brain Capital Dashboard and Index 

• Link to the Flagship Study: The Global Brain Capital Index – 

Towards a Brain-Positive Economy 

• Link to the Launch of the Nature Medicine Commission 

• Link to the World Economic Forum’s Brain Economy Action Forum 

• Link to the Global Brain Economy Initiative 

• Link to the Brain Capital Alliance 

• Link to the WEF – McKinsey Health Institute Report: The Human 

Advantage: Stronger Brains in the Age of AI 

• Link to the Sustainable Transformative Alliance (STA) 

 
 

https://research.euromed-economists.org/brain-capital-dashboard/
https://euromed-economists.org/download/report-the-global-brain-capital-index-towards-a-brain-positive-economy/
https://euromed-economists.org/download/report-the-global-brain-capital-index-towards-a-brain-positive-economy/
https://euromed-economists.org/prof-rym-ayadi-named-co-chair-of-the-nature-medicine-commission-on-brain-health-for-economic-resilience-as-emea-joins-as-founding-partner/
https://initiatives.weforum.org/brain-health-action-forum/community
https://www.globalbraineconomy.org/
https://braincapital-platform.net/
https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-human-advantage-stronger-brains-in-the-age-of-ai/
https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-human-advantage-stronger-brains-in-the-age-of-ai/
https://sta-emea.net/
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