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On October 17th 2018 the German Chapter of Fondazione Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice organized a Conference „The 'new things' of the 21st century in the light of Catholic Social Teaching“ in Cologne.  
Pope Francis requested the members of Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice during their annual meeting in Rome in May 2018 to dispute with experts of the research field “Artificial Intelligence” (AI). This upcoming matter of AI, which determines out future, was chosen as the central topic of the Cologne conference in October. Rainer Maria Cardinal Woelki, the archbishop of Cologne, opened the discussion by combining theoretical questions of AI and practical aspects. At the same time, he reflected on the economic and moral values in the areas of job, family, and the society. His central reflection focussed on the implementation of AI in the social sector. A sector where the involvement of the Catholic Church is very high. Part of the discussions focused on implementing the Christian values in the areas of our social, economic and political life. Cardinal Woelki invited us to be "loud" as Christians and intervene actively in the digital cultural change.
Professor Dr. Armin Grunwald explained to us what effects a technology could have on the society. Grunwald is Professor at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology and head of the Office for Technology Assessment of the German Bundestag. His key message is that AI requires ethical guidelines, but even more caution. He warns of a real danger of the creeping dependence on digital technologies. The worries about robots and algorithms are increasing. To this day we are missing clear sets of rules for creating robots. The analysis of the huge and increasing amount of data goes along with the emergence of new ethical questions. At the same time the question remains open: who has the last word, a human being or the algorithm.
Other participants of the highly interesting events included Dr. Thomas Rusche, entrepreneur, social ethicist and local coordinator in Germany, Prof. Dr. Justinus C. Pech OCist, Fundamental Theologian, Monsignore Peter Schallenberg, professor of social ethics, as well as the outgoing president of the Foundation Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice, Domingo Sugranyes Bickel.
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