

CONFRONTING THE CRISIS WITH THE HELP OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH
Interview of Mr. Domingo Sugranyes, Chairman of the “Centesimus Annus” Foundation

Rome, December 22nd, 2013 (Zenit.org). Ivan de Vargas

The “Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontifice” Foundation was set up by the Blessed John Paul II twenty years ago. It was named after the encyclical which the Polish Pope signed on the 100th anniversary of Rerum Novarum and its field of study and action is the Social Doctrine of the Church.
Domingo Sugranyes Bickel is Spanish but was born in Fribourg, Switzerland, where he graduated in economics and political sciences. He is married, has three children and lives in Madrid. He is a member of UNIAPAC (International Christian Union of Business Owners and Executives) from 1969, Secretary General from 1974 to 1981 and Chairman from 1997 to 2000.

At present he is a member of the Supervisory Committee of the MAPFRE Audit Foundation and chairs its body of Internal Auditors. He serves on the Board of several companies controlled by MAPFRE and on the Board of Società Cattolica di Assicurazioni, Verona. He is also Chairman of the Board of the “Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontifice” Foundation, incorporated in the State of Vatican City.

ZENIT interviewed him.

Do you feel that the Social Doctrine of the Church (SDC) is largely an unknown entity?

Domingo Sugranyes Bickel: Yes, I do. Of course to different degrees. Few people are aware of its existence, though John Paul II said on many occasions that it is an essential part of the evangelical message. Other people have a superficial understanding of some SDC principles but have made no effort to put them into practice. In other words, they do not realize the economic and social relevance of SDC and do not know how to implement it. It transmits messages, gives us indications, reminds us of the changes that are necessary. As members of the Church we must endeavour to put SDC into practice.
Which areas of SDC are capable of increasing the social awareness of the faithful?
Domingo Sugranyes Bickel: it depends on the kind of action that is possible and how it can affect the economic, social and political activity. Since the publication of the Blessed John Paul II’s encyclical Centesimus Annus the role of SDC has been acknowledged, the rules to be followed, the dangers and mistakes to be avoided have been clearly indicated. It is pretty much a question of following common sense precepts. As Pope Francis says we can get the best possible results in every situation by building relationships and through our work.
Some people maintain that SDC is all theory, impossible to put into practice. Does it provide adequate responses to the challenges of today’s globalized and secularized world? And what are they?
Domingo Sugranyes Bickel: Over the centuries there have been economic realities built on SDC.   On the other hand SDC does not guarantee a solution to all economic problems. There have been companies, associations, unions that have been very successful and others that have not fared that well. An example of how SDC can be put into practice is the rebuilding of Europe after WWII.   I refer to what has been called by some economists the Rhein economy model, based on workers’ participation, dialogue between management and unions, credit available from banks located on the territory. But there have been other realities, in the past as in our time, that are not SDC inspired. The point is that SDC is against ideologies. It is not an ideology and never will be, because the Christian message helps see things as they are and places the human person above ideologies.  If SDC attacks market ideology it is because it does not provide absolute guarantees: there are some good things and other things that are not so good.
At a meeting in Valencia “Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontifice” presented proposals to end the crisis indicating SDC as the template for sustainable development. What did you discuss?

Domingo Sugranyes Bickel: the Foundation is not a political party or an organization that recommends a direct and immediate economic intervention. We advocate a way of looking at problems and supporting companies that act in a socially responsible way. For example, we support businesses that pay great attention to their human and social capital, companies that create jobs and look for new solutions trying to correct mistakes. We support companies that do not reduce employment. This is SDC’s message on which we worked in Valencia.
Pope Francis defined the situation as “an anthropological and ethical crisis”. How can we overcome this crisis?

Domingo Sugranyes Bickel. There is no quick solution to this global crisis. The solution can only come from general moral progress. I don’t think it is impossible but it will take time. When Pope Francis underlines  that the Church’s primary preoccupation must be the poor he is addressing a very practical issue.  If we succeed in getting the whole world involved in the fight against poverty we have a good chance of bringing the crisis to an end, but it will take time. What is needed is conversion, translating Christian faith into economic and social action.

Pope Francis  has also emphasized the need for greater solidarity, a word that does not seem to be very popular in some financial circles, whose concept of economics is essentially utilitarian.   How do you feel about it?
Domingo Sugranyes Bickel: We should first define what we mean by solidarity. Perhaps it would be better to talk about brotherhood, or more precisely fraternity. When the Pope speaks about solidarity he means the willingness to share and to work together, with people, companies, families……

Which ones among the Foundation’s initiatives you feel are particularly relevant?
Domingo Sugranyes Bickel: We have  provided financial assistance to the Pontifical Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies, an institution of the Catholic Church devoted to educating religious and lay people destined to work in Islamic countries, giving them in depth understanding of Islam and teaching them Arabic. We are also preparing the second edition of the International Economy and Society Award. The “ex aequo” winner of the first edition were Prof. Stefano Zamagni and Fr. Julio Luis Martinez Martinez, S.J. The award goes to works that contribute to a wider and better knowledge of the Social Doctrine of the Church. We also offer a Ph.D. scholarship. In this way we hope to contribute to the diffusion and better understanding of SDC.
What message would you like to address to ZENIT’s readers?

Domingo Sugranyes Bickel: We are ready and willing to be in touch with ZENIT readers interested in these issues. The Foundation is a small “think tank”, we would be very happy to see people from other countries participate in our activities.
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